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PRODUCTION DESIGNA AND ART DIRECTION BOOKS LIST

This list is obviously not complete, and will never be. So far it enlists 181 pub-
lished books, magazines, exhibition catalogues, and there may be even more. 
In the future, this list could be developed into something more permanent and 
useful to all production designers and people interested in the field of Production 
Design and Art Direction.

If anyone would like to contribute to the list, correct me or find a better way 
how to keep this list up-to-date and relevant, let me know. You can contact me 
on my email adress:

ondrej.lipensky@gmail.com

Ondřej Lipenský



1. BOOKS ABOUT PRODUCTION DESIGNERS - BIOGRAPHIES, INTERVIEWS...



Book Cover Name Book Type Author Publisher Year Country Language ISBN Pages Note alternative cover or 

different editions

alternative cover or 

different editions

Feretti - The Art Of Production Design Biography Gabrielle Lucci Electa - Accademia dell´ Immagine 2005

Alexandre Trauner - Décors de cinéma Biography collective Jade - Flammarion 1988 France 2-08-203005-9

Alexandre Trauner : 50 ans de peinture 

pour l'histoire du cinéma: Catalogue 

d'exposition

Janine Trauner Galerie Berthet-Aittouarès 2008 France french 9.78295E+12 47

Alexandre Trauner, cinquante ans de 

cinéma

Istres, Centre d'Art Contemporain 

sans date vers 1995, Levallois

1993 39

Alexandre Trauner 50 ans de décor de 

cinéma

no info

El Mundo de Alexandre Trauner Semana Internacional de Cine de 

Valladolid

1999 Spain spanish 149

Alexandre Trauner - Cinquante ans de 

cinéma

collective Jade - Flammarion 1986 France french 978-2-08-203000-7

BOOKS ABOUT PRODUCTION DESIGNERS - BIOGRAPHIES, INTERVIEWS



Alexandre TRAUNER - Jacques 

PREVERT "Une oeuvre 

cinématographique" (Correspondances, 

dessins, maquettes, carnets, 

photographieS, collages 1932-1976)

Binoche et Giquello 2012 France french

Conversations avec/with Dean 

Tavoularis

Interview Jordan Mintzer Synecdoche 2022 Italia english, french

The Art of Film - John Box and 

Production Design

Biography Ian Christie Wallflower Press 2009 UK english 978-1905674-94-7

Ken Adam Designs the Movies - James 

Bond and Beyond

Description of 

films he 

designed by 

Ken Adam

Ken Adam and 

Christopher Frayling

Thames & Hudson 2008 UK 978-0-500-51414-6

The Ken Adam Archive Christopher Frayling Taschen 2023 english 978-3-8365-5187-8

Ken Adam - The Art of Production 

Desing

Christopher Frayling Faber & Faber 2006 english 978-0571220571

Bigger than Life ... Corner House publications 2014 978-3-7356-0027-1



James Bond, Berlin, Hollywood - Die 

Welten des Ken Adam: Die Welten des 

Ken Adam

Alexander Smoltczyk Nicolai Verlag 2002 German german 978-3875840698 Zur Ausstellung im 

Deutschen 

Filmmuseum, Frankfurt 

a. Main

Production design : Ken Adam : 

Meisterwerke der Filmarchitektur

Jürgen Berger, Ken 

Adam

München Verband der 

Szenenbildner, Filmarchitekten und 

Kostümbildner in der 

Bundesrepublik Deutschland

1995 german 978-3980277730 123

Macht(t)räume: Der Production 

Designer Ken Adam und die James-

Bond-Filme

Petra Kissling-Koch Bertz und Fischer 2021 german 978-3865053961 232

Ken Adam’s ausgehöhlter Vulkan: Das 

Pantheon der Filmarchitektur

school work? - 

see PDF in 

"notes" PDF

Professur Annette Gigon 

- Mike Guyer / Assistent 

Marcel Bächtiger

Wahlfach Film & Architektur 2015 german https://issuu.com/roland

hasler/docs/roland_hasl

er_-

_ken_adam___s_ausge

h_608b4df158bfa1

Setting the Scene - The Great 

Hollywood Art Directors

Work of many 

US production 

designers 

described on 

selected films

Robert S.Sennett Harry N.Abrams, INC., Publishers 1994 US 0-8109-3846-4

Production Design Chapters on 

various 

Production 

Designers and 

their work

Fionnuala Halligan The Ilex Press Limited 2012 UK 978-1-908150-61-5

https://issuu.com/rolandhasler/docs/roland_hasler_-_ken_adam___s_ausgeh_608b4df158bfa1
https://issuu.com/rolandhasler/docs/roland_hasler_-_ken_adam___s_ausgeh_608b4df158bfa1
https://issuu.com/rolandhasler/docs/roland_hasler_-_ken_adam___s_ausgeh_608b4df158bfa1
https://issuu.com/rolandhasler/docs/roland_hasler_-_ken_adam___s_ausgeh_608b4df158bfa1
https://issuu.com/rolandhasler/docs/roland_hasler_-_ken_adam___s_ausgeh_608b4df158bfa1


Production Design & Art Direction - 

Screencraft

Chapters on 

various 

Production 

Designers and 

their work

Peter Ettedgui Rotovision 1999 UK 2-88046-364-5

Ron Cobb - Colorvision Concept Arts 

and Drawings 

for Films

Ron Cobb Wild & Wooley PTY. LTD. 1981 US english 0 909 331 43 X

The Art of Ronn Cobb Jacob Johnston Titan Books 2022 UK 9.78179E+12

Scenografia both 

proffesional 

autobiography 

and "how to..." 

book

Allan Starski, Irena 

A.Stanislawska

Wydawnictwo Wojciech Marzec 2013 Poland polish 978-83-932657-2-5

Der Schatten des Architekten Erich Kettelhut Belleville 2009 Germany german 978-3-936298-55-0

Henry Bumstead and the World of 

Holywood Art Direction

Andrew Horton University of Texas Press 2003 USA english 978-0-292-92228-6



By Design - Interviews with Film 

Production Designers

Vincent LoBrutto Praeger Publishers 1992 USA english 978-0275940317

William Cameron Menzies - The Shape 

of Films to Come

James Curtis Pantheon 2015 english

Designing Movies: Portrait of a 

Holywood Artist

Richard Sylbert, Sylvia 

Townsend

Praeger 2006 english 978-0275986902

Zdeněk Rozkopal - Skrytá tvář 

filmového architekta

Biography - 

catalogue from 

an exhibition

Miroslava Ptáčková, Jan 

Lukeš

Filmfest, s.r.o. 2024 Czech 

republic

czech 978-80-907165-2-0

my Work in Films Eugene Lourie 1985 english 978-0156623421



Designing for the Movies - The Memoirs 

of Laurence Irving

Laurence Irving Scarecrow Press 2005 english 978-0810856714

Polly Platt: Hollywood Production 

Design and Creative Authorship

Aaron Hunter Palgrave MacMillan 2023 english 9.78303E+12

Joseph Urban John Loring Harry N. Abrams 2010 english 978-0810990265

Joseph Urban: Architecture, Theatre, 

Opera, Film

Randolph Carter; Robert 

Reed Cole

Abbeville Press 1992 english 978-0896599123

abgedreht!: Bühnenwelten – 

Lebenswelten. Stage Designs – Living 

Spaces. Chaim Heinz Fenchel 

(1906–1988)

Chana Schütz, Stiftung 

Neue Synagoge Berlin - 

Centrum Judaicum , 

Liorah Federmann, 

Wolfgang Jacobsen, 

Ines Sonder

Hentrich und Hentrich Verlag Berlin 2015 german, 

english

978-3955651282 104

Anton Weber (1904-1979): Filmarchitekt 

bei der UFA (Kulleraugen- Visuelle 

Kommunikation)

Hans-Jürgen Tast Kulleraugen 2005 german 978-3888420306 36



Anton Weber: Filmarchitekt bei der 

UFA, Produzent in Freiburg 

(Kulleraugen- Visuelle Kommunikation)

Hans-Jürgen Tast Kulleraugen 2004 german 978-3888420276 36

Filmarchitektur : Robert Herlth München : Deutsches Institut f. Film 

u. Fernsehen

1965

Albin Grau: Biografie und OEuvre Stefan Strauß belleville 2011 german 978-3943157024 does the book really 

exist?

Tanzende Sterne und Nasser Asphalt: 

Die Filmarchitekten Herbert Kirchhoff 

und Albrecht Becker und das Gesicht 

des deutschen Films seit 1950 

(Schriftenreihe des Hamburgischen 

Architekturarchivs)

Christoph Winkler, 

Johanna von Rauch

Dölling und Galitz 2001 german 978-3935549004 240

Klassische deutsche Filmarchitektur: 

Architekt fur den Film; Maler und 

Filmarchitekt; Bauten fur den Film (3 

volumes in box)

Arns, Alfons und Hans P 

Reichmann:

Deutsches Filmmuseum, Frankfurt 

am Main

1996 german 9.78389E+12 these are 3 books each 

of them about different 

production designer - 

not sure about ISBN

Accent on design: Four European art 

directors

Catherine Surowiec British Film Institute 1992 UK english 48



Eiko Ishioka : Blood,Sweat,and Tears – 

A life of Design

Eiko Ishioka Shogakukan 2021 Japanese & 

English

978-4096823422 336 Ishioka did Mishima by 

Paul Schrader as a PD

Germen Gelpi, Escenógrafo Marcelo Jaureguiberry Wolkowicz Editores 2019 Argentina spanish 978-9874117274 202 Gelpi himself published 

few books on art 

direction

Tech Noir: The Art of James Cameron James Cameron Insight Editions 2021 english 978-1683838784 392 lot of concept art, but 

Cameron has also 2 

credits as production 

designer

The Man with the Golden Eye: 

Designing the James Bond Films

Peter Lamont Signum 2016 english 978-0995519114

400

L'arte di Danilo Donati - Scene e 

costumi per Benigni, Fellini, Pasolini, 

Zeffirelli. Complesso del Vittoriano, 16 

novembre-20 dicembre 2002

exhibition 

catalogue

Oltre il Duemila 2002 italian A000086501 95

Alfred Sole - Production Designer Alfred Sole? 2014 english 212

Art Stars: Legends of Production Design interviews Tom Lisowski Masaryk Productions 2023 english 979-8218335496 431



Česká filmová scénografie 2000-2025 = 

Czech production design 2000-2025

profiles of 

czech film 

scnographers - 

exhibution 

catalogue

collective 2025 czech/english 978-80-11-07336-7 155

Filmové profily - Českoslovenští 

scénáristé, režiséři, kameramani, 

hudební skladatelé a architekti hraných 

filmů - Czechoslovakian scriptwriters, 

directors, DOPs, composers and 

Production Designers

profiles Śárka Bartošková, 

Luboš Bartošek

ĆS Filmový ústav 1986 czech ČSR 59-249-85 520



2. BOOKS ABOUT THE PROFESSION - GUIDEBOOKS, TEXTBOOKS, HOW IT 
WORKS, METHODOLOGY...



Book Cover Name Description Author Publisher Year Country Language ISBN Note Pages alternative cover or 

different editions

What an Art Director Does author describes 

how the proffesion 

works on his own 

experience

Ward Preston Silman-James Press 1994 USA english 1-879505-18-5

Film Design textbook for young 

proffesional 

production 

designers

Terence St John Marner The Tantivy Press, London; 

A.S. Barnes and Co., New 

York

1974 US english 90073069 2 (UK) 0-498-

01326-X (US)

The Filmmaker´s Guide to 

Production Desig

practical, technical 

and aesthetic 

guidance

Vincent LoBrutto Allsworth Press 2002 US english 1-58115-224-8; 978-1-

58115-224-1

The Art of Illusion What is work of 

Art department, 

how Production 

Designer works, 

technical drawings 

etc.

Terry Ackland-Snow with 

Wendy Laybourn

The Crowood Press 2020 UK english 978 1 78500 343 1

The Art of Film Working on 

James Bond, Aliens, Batman 

and More

Terry Ackland-Snow, Wendy 

Laybourn

The History Press 2022 english 9.78075E+12

BOOKS ABOUT THE PROFESSION - GUIDEBOOKS, TEXTBOOKS, HOW IT WORKS, METHODOLOGY...



Designing for Screen - 

Production Design and Art 

Direction Explained

Gerogina Shorter The Crowood Press 2012 UK english 978 1 84797 384 9

Designing for Films Edward Carrick The Studio Publications 1949 UK english

Designing for Movie Pictures Edward Carrick Studio Publications 1941 UK english

Art and Design in the British 

Film

Edward Carrick Dennis Dobson 1948 UK english

Production Design for 

Television

Terry Byrne Focal Press 1993 US english 0-240-80120-2



Art Direction Handbook for 

Film & Television

Michael Rizzo Focal Press 2014 USA english 978-0415842792 This is second edition - 

first is 2005 with ISBN 

978-0-240-80680-8

Art Direction Handbook for 

Film

Michael Rizzo Focal Press 2005 USA english 978-0-240-80680-8 first edition

Production design, visual 

design form film and 

television

Peg McClellan Routledge, Taylor & Francis 

Group

2020 USA english 978-1-138-18542-5

Create a Scene - Everything 

you need t know about the 

Art Department

Bruce Hill Norken Hill Publishing 

Bordon

2011 UK english 978-0-9575192-0-6

Undesrstanding Design in 

Film Production

Barbara Freedman Doyle Routledge, Taylor & Francis 

Group

2019 USA english 978-1-138-05870-5

Designing Film: 

Szenenbuilder/Production 

designs

Tony Lüdi Bertz + Fischer 2010 english, 

german

978-3865051974



Movie Worlds: Production 

Design in Film

Tony Lüdi, Heidi Lüdi Edition Axel Menges 2000 english 978-3932565137

Art Direction & Production 

Design

Lucy Fischer Rutgers University Press 2015 english 978-0813564357

Art Direction For Film and 

Video

Robert Olson Focal Press 1993 english 978-0240801896

Tv Scenic Design Gerald Millerson Focal Press - Routledge 1997 english 978-0240514932

Der Bildbau im Film: Die 

Zeichnungen der Production 

Designer von Metropolis, Dr. 

Strangelove und Troy

Boris Hars-Tschachotin Edition Imorde 2014 german 978-3942810296



Sitcom Style: Inside 

America's Favorite TV 

Homes

Diana Friedman Clarkson Potter 2005 english 9.7814E+12

Ragionamenti sulla 

scenografia. (Biblioteca 

Cinematografica)

Baldo Bandini & Glauco Viazzi Milano: Poligono Società 1945 Italy italian

La escenografía 

cinematográfica

Baldo Bandini & Glauco Viazzi Editore: Rialp., Madrid 1959 Spain spanish 159

Les Ateliers du 7ᵉ art: 1. 

Avant le clap

Jean-Pierre Berthomé Découvertes Gallimard 1995 France french about whole 

preproduction, insluding 

art department

144

SCIENCE FICTION 

PRODUCTION DESIGN: A 

Production Designer’s 

Handbook for Sci-Fi Film 

and TV

Andrew Parry Independently published 2024 english 979-8883584991 94



3. HISTORY AND THEORY OF PRODUCTION DESIGN



Book Cover Name Book Type Author Publisher Year Country Language ISBN Note Pages alternative cover or 

different editions

Calighari´s Cabinet and other 

Grand Illusions

History Léon Barsacq Plume 1976 US english 0-452-25173-7 translated from 1970 

original - Le Décor de 

Film

Designs on Film - A Century of 

Hollywood Art Direction

History Cathy Whitlock and ADG itbooks (an imprint of harpercollins 

publishers)

2010 US english 978-0-06-088122-1

Architecture for the Screen - A 

Critical Study of Set Design in 

Hollywood´s Golden Age

History Juan Antonio Ramiréz McFarland & Company, Inc., 

Publishers

2004 US english 0-7864-1781-1

M-G-M: Hollywood´s Greatest 

Backlot

Steven Bingen, Stephen 

X.Sylvester, Michael 

Troyan

Santa Monica Press 2011 US english 13 978-1-59580-055-8

Warner Bros.: Hollywood´s 

Ultimate Backlot

Steven Bingen, Marc 

Wanamaker, Bison 

Archives

Taylor Trade 2014 US english 978-1-58979-961-5

Screen Deco - A Celebration of 

High Style in Holywood

Howard Mandelbaum 

and Eric Myers

Columbus Books 1985 US english 0-86287-076-3

Film Architecture - From 

Metropolis to Blade Runner

exhibition 

catalogue

Dietrich Neumann Prestel 1999 english 3-7913-2163-6

HISTORY AND THEORY OF PRODUCTION DESIGN



Pretty pictures: Production 

Design and the History Film

C.S.Tashiro University of Texas 1998 US english 0-292-78150-4

Production Design for Screen: 

Visual Storytelling in Film and 

Television

Jane Barnwell Bloomsbury Publishing Plc 2017 UK english 978-1-4725-8067_2

Production Design - Architects of 

the Screen (Short Cuts)

Jane Barnwell Wallflower Press 2003

Production Design & the 

Cinematic Home

Jane Barnwell Palgrave Macmillan 2022 english

Designing Dreams: Modern 

Architecture in the Movies

Donald Albrecht Harper Collins 1986 english 978-0060961060

Film Architecture and the 

Transnational Imagination: Set 

Design in 1930s European 

Cinema (Film Culture in 

Transition)

Sue Harris; TIm 

Bergfelder; Sarah Street

2014 english 978-9053569801



Scenografija u skici : od 

Lisinskog do konca XX. stoljeća

Damir Gabelica Hrvatski Državni Arhiv, Hrvatska 

kinoteka

2005 Croatia croatian 953-6005-72-7

The Wrong House: The 

Architecture of Alfred Hitchcock

Steven Jacobs nai010 publishers 2014 english 978-9462080966

The Architecture of Suspense: 

The Built World in the Films of 

Alfred Hitchcock (Midcentury: 

Architecture, Landscape, 

Urbanism, and Design)

Christine Madrid French University of Virginia Press 2022 english 978-0813947679

Architecture and Film Mark Lamster Princeton Architectural Press 2000 english 978-1568982076

Illusionen in Stein. 

Stimmungsarchitektur im 

deutschen Faschismus. Ihre 

Vorgeschichte in Theater- und 

Film-Bauten

Dieter Bartetzko Reinbek v.Hamburg, Rowohlt 

Taschenbuch Verlag

1985 german 978-3499178894

Hollywood Art: Art Direction in 

the Days of the Great Studios

Beverly Heisner McFarland 2011 english 978-0786467068



MGM Style: Cedric Gibbons and 

the Art of the Golden Age of 

Hollywood

Howard Gutner Lyons Press; Illustrated edition 2019 english 978-1493038572 304

Production Design in the 

Contemporary American Film: A 

Critical Study of 23 Movies and 

Their Designers

Beverly Heisner McFarland 2004 english 978-0786418657

Style and Scale, or: Do You 

Have Anxiety?: A Conversation 

with Ken Adam, Cristina 

Bechtler, Katharina Fritsch and 

Hans Ulrich Obrist.

Ken Adam, Katharina 

Fritsch, Hans Ulrich 

Obrist, Bice Curiger

Springer 2009 english, german 978-3211992159

If It’s Purple, Someone’s Gonna 

Die: The Power of Color in Visual 

Storytelling

Patti Bellantoni Routledge 2005 english 978-0240806884

Critical Approaches to TV and 

Film Set Design

Geriant D´Arcy Routledge 2018 english 978-1138636507

Medieval Art and the Look of 

Silent Film: The Influence on 

Costume and Set Design

Lora Ann Sigler McFarland 2019 english 978-1476673523



German Film Architecture 1918-

1933

Nadejda Bartels Tchoban Foundation 2019 german 978-3-944899-12-1

Designing Russian Cinema: The 

Production Artist and the Material 

Environment in Silent Era Film

Eleanor Rees, Birgit 

Beumers, Lilya 

Kaganovsky

Bloomsbury Academic 2023 english 978-1350246362

British Film Deesign: A History 

(Cinema and Society)

Laurie N.Ede I.B. Tauris 2010 english 978-1848851085

Cinema & Architecture : Melies, 

Mallet-Stevens, Multimedia

Francois Penz, Maureen 

Thomas

British Film Institute 1997 english 978-0851705781

Learning from Hollywood: 

Architecture and Film: 

Architecture and Film / 

Architektur und Film

Hans Dieter Schaal Edition Axel Menges 2009 english 978-3936681345 128

Der schöne Schein der 

Künstlichkeit: Reden über Film 2 

(Filmbibliothek)

Andreas Rost, Ken 

Adam, Peter 

Greenaway, Jack Lang, 

David Bordwell

Verlag der Autoren german 978-3886611584 240



The Art of Hollywood - A Thames 

Television Exhibition - Victoria & 

Albert Museum

John Hambley and 

Patric Downing

Thames Television Ltd 1979 UK english 132

Le Décor au cinéma Jean-Pierre Berthomé Cahiers du cinéma 2003 France french 978-2-86642-360-5

Scénographie et réalisation des 

décors pour le cinéma

Renato Lori Gremese 2016 France french 978-2-36677-080-3

Décors de Cinéma - Un siècle de 

studios français

Max Douy, Jacques 

Douy

Éditions du Collectionneur 2003 France french 978-2-909450-18-6

Chef décorateur pour le cinéma - 

A la découverte d'un métier

Thierry Le Nouvel, 

Pascale-Joanne Rabaud

Eyrolles 2012 France french 978-2-212-12688-4

Le Décor de cinéma Françoise Puaux Cahiers du cinéma 2008 France french 978-2-86642-462-6

Architecture, décor et cinéma Françoise Puaux

Charles Corlet

1995 France french 978-2-85480-879-7 214



Le Décor au cinéma Robert Mallet-Stevens Séguier 2003 France french 978-2-84049-085-2 62

Le Décor moderne au cinéma Robert Mallet-Stevens Charles Massin 1928 France french 46

L'Art cinématographique - VI. Le 

décor, le costume, le maquillage, 

la technique

Robert Mallet-Stevens Librairie Félix Alcan 1929 France french 137

Gebaute Illusionen. Architektur 

im Film

Helmut Weihsmann Promedia 1988 Germany german 978-3900478216 272

 La Escenografia en el Tearto y 

el Cine

A.Artís-Gener Centauro 1947 México spanish 151

La scenografia nel film Verdone Mario, Edizioni 

dell'Ateneo

Edizioni dell'Ateneo 1956 Italy italian 174



Escenografia Cinematografica Mónica Gentile, Rogelio 

Díaz, Pablo Ferrari

LA CRUJÍA 2008 spanish 978-9876010429 384

Schöpferische Filmarchitektur Walter Kaul Deutsche Kinemathek Berlin 1971 german

Scenography and scenographers Sara Martin Il Castoro 2013 Italy italian 978-8880337522 155

Ombre Urbane. Set e Cittá dal 

Cinema Muto Agli Anni ´80

A. Cappabianca, M. 

Mancini

EDIZIONI KAPPA 1982 Italy italian

The Architecture of the Screen: 

Essays in Cinematographic 

Space

Graham Cairns Intellect Ltd 2013 english 9.78184E+12 360

Film | Architektur: Perspektiven 

des Kinos auf den Raum

Johannes Binotto Birkhäuser 2017 978-3035614374 192



Arte - La Escenografia En El Cine Germén Gelpi El Arte 1976 spanish 32

La Escenografia En El Cine - La 

Escena

Germén Gelpi Latin American Publishing Center 1968 spanish 71

Orte der Klassik: Szenographie 

in Literaturverfilmungen der 

DEFA (SCENOGRAPHICA: 

Studien zur Filmszenographie)

Anett Werner VDG Weimar - Verlag und 

Datenbank für 

Geisteswissenschaften

2017 german 978-3897398580 360

Пространство цвета. Заметки о 

советских художниках кино 

(transl. Space of Color. Notes on 

Soviet Cinema Artists)

В. Бондарев (V. 

Bondarev)

Бюро пропаганды советского 

киноискусства (Bureau of 

Propaganda of Soviet 

Cinematography)

1981 Soviet Union russian 160

Пространство цвета. 

Художники советского кино 

(Space of Color. Artists of Soviet 

Cinema)

В. Бондарев (V. 

Bondarev)

1988 Soviet Union russian probably 2n book in 

the series by same 

author Bondarev

208

Architektur im Film. Cinema. 

Nummer/Numéro 4/1981.

Zürich, Cinema 1981 Switzerland german magazine issue? 

Cinema. 

Nummer/Numéro 

4/1981.



Esthétique de la mise en scène René Prédal Le Cerf/Corlet 2007 french 978-2204083867 790

Hinter den Kulissen von An 

American in Paris, Funny Face, 

Manhattan und New York, New 

York: Die Herstellung filmischer 

Raumtiefe durch Real- und 

Filmarchitektur in 

amerikanischen Spielfilmen

Stephanie Hesse ibidem 2011 german 978-3838202747 144

Spectacle of Property: The 

House in American Film

John David Rhodes Univ Of Minnesota Press; Illustrated 

edition

2017 english 978-1517903701

The Architecture of Image: 

Existential Space in Cinema

Juhani Pallasmaa Rakennustieto Publishing 1999 english 978-9516826281

Film, Architecture and Spatial 

Imagination (Ashgate Studies in 

Architecture)

Renée Tobe Routledge 2018 english 978-1138588615 288

Shot on Location: Postwar 

American Cinema and the 

Exploration of Real Place 

(Techniques of the Moving 

Image)

Barton Palmer Rutgers University Press; None 

edition

2016 english

978-0813564081

290



Cine-scapes: Cinematic Spaces 

in Architecture and Cities

Richard Koeck Routledge 2012 english 978-0415600781 224

Hollywood on Location: An 

Industry History

Joshua Gleich, 

Lawrence Webb, 

Jennifer Lynn Peterson, 

Sheri Chinen Biesen, 

Noelle Griffis, Daniel 

Steinhart, Julian Stringer

Rutgers University Press; None 

edition

2019 english 978-0813586267

Le décor de film - De D. W. 

Griffith à Bong Joon-ho

Jean-Pierre BERTHOME CAPRICCI 2023 french 979-1023904932 272

Texture In Film (Palgrave Close 

Readings in Film and Television)

Lucy Fife Donaldson Palgrave Macmillan 2014 english 978-1349441990

Dimensões da Direção de Arte 

na Experiência Audiovisual

Benedito Ferreira, 

Elizabeth Motta Jacob, 

Iomana Rocha, Nivea 

Faria de Souza, Tainá 

Xavier

NAU Editora 2023 Brazil portuguese 978-8581281070

Ripping Open the Set: French 

Film Design, 1930–1939 (New 

Studies in European Cinema)

Ben McCann Peter Lang AG, Internationaler 

Verlag der Wissenschaften

2013 english 978-3039103119 250



Reading between Designs: 

Visual Imagery and the 

Generation of Meaning in The 

Avengers, The Prisoner, and 

Doctor Who

Piers D. Britton, Simon 

J. Barker

University of Texas Press 2003 english 978-0292709270 267

Sets in Motion - Art Direction and 

Film Narrative

Charles Affron and 

Mirella Jona Affron

Rutgers University Press 1995 USA 978-0813521619

The Architecture of Cinematic 

Spaces: by Interiors

Armen Karaoghlanian, 

Mehruss Jon Ahi

Intellect Ltd 2020 English ISBN-10   :   

178938205X                   

             ISBN-13   :   978-

1789382051

https://www.intjournal.c

om/book

95

Architecture in Cinema Nevnihal Erdoğan Bentham Science Publishers 2024 English ISBN-10   :   

981522333X                

ISBN-13   :   978-

9815223330

452

Film and Domestic Space: 

Architectures, Representations, 

Dispositif

Stefano Baschiera, 

Miriam De Rosa

Edinburgh University Press 2020 English ISBN-10   :   1474428924 

              ISBN-13   :   

978-1474428927

256

Filmový námět a filmová 

architektura

lecture Vilém Rittershein Knihovna Filmového kurýru ; sv. 23 g 1943 czech super rare lecture of 

(probably) first czech 

production designer - 

he is remembering 

also years before the 

first world war; the 

print is in Brno library

15

https://www.intjournal.com/book
https://www.intjournal.com/book


4. SPECIFIC MOVIES - BOOKS ON PRODUCTION DESIGN, OR BOOKS THAT    
COVER PRODUCTION DESIGN OF A MOVIE AT LEAST IN DEDICATED CHAPTER

This list is just a small sample of the vast number of books 
that are being published today for specific films.



Book Cover Name Book Type Author Publisher Year Country Language ISBN Pages Note

Auf den Spuren Winnetous - 

10 Routen Winnetous

Complex description of 

Production Design of 

Western Germany 

Winnettou series

Vladimir Tadej, 

Damir Gabelica

Jadran film 2007 Kroatia 

(Germany?)

german 978-953-95762-0-0

Joe Alves: Designing Jaws Dennis Prince Titan Books 2019 english 978-1789091014

Joe Alves’ CE3K Production 

Design Scrapbook

Dennis L. Prince It´s a Butte 

Publications

USA english

Hammer´s Grand Design Wayne Kinsey Peveril 

Publishing

2019 UK english

SPECIFIC MOVIES - BOOKS ON PRODUCTION DESIGN, OR BOOKS THAT COVER PRODUCTION DESIGN OF A MOVIE AT LEAST IN DEDICATED CHAPTER - so many books here, it is probably impossible to map them all



Metropolis: Ein filmisches 

Laboratorium der modernen 

Architektur /A Cinematic 

Laboratory for Modern 

Architecture

Wolfgang 

Jacobsen (Autor), 

Werner Sudendorf

Edition Axel 

Menges

1998 english 978-3930698851 256

Phantome der nacht - 100 

Jahre Nosferatu

Jurgen Muller, 

Frank Schmidt, 

Kyllikki Zacharias

Nationalgalerie 

- Staatliche 

Museen Berlin

2022 Germany german 978-3-95498-710-8 232 includes designs by Albin Grau

The 2001 File: Harry Lange 

and the Design of the 

Landmark Science Fiction 

Film

Christopher 

Frayling

Reel Art Press 2015 english 978-0957261020 336

Bond by Design: The Art of 

the James Bond Films

Meg Simmonds Dk Pub 2023 english 978-1465437907 320



Star Wars: The Blueprints: 

The Blueprints: Inside the 

Production Archives

J.W. Rinzler Epic Ink 2017 english 978-0760355442 336

Construire Métropolis - 

Histoire du film-monument de 

Fritz Lang

collectif Potemkine 

Films

2023 french 978-2-494366-00-8

Conan the Barbarian - The 

Official Story of the Film

John Walsh 2023 english 978-1803361765 176



5. ASSOCIATED CRAFTS EG SCENIC ART, GRAPHICS

This list is just a small sample of the vast number of books 
that are being published today for specific films.



Book Cover Name Book Type Author Publisher Year Country Language ISBN Pages Note

Designing Graphic Props 

for Filmmaking

How a Graphic 

Designer in Film 

Art Department 

works?

Annie Atkins Phaidon 2020 UK, US english 978 0 7148 7938 3

H.R.Giger´s Film Design H.R.Giger Morpheus 

International

1996 english 1-883398-22-3

The Art of Movie 

Storyboards

Fionnuala Halligan Ilex 2015 UK

english

978-1-78157-286-3

The Invisible Art: The 

Legends of Movie Matte 

Painting

Mark Cotta Vaz, 

Craig Barron Chronicle Books 2004 english

The Art of the Holywood 

Backdrop

Richard M.Isackes, 

Karen M.Maness Regan Arts 2016 english 9.78194E+12

Associates crafts eg scenic art, graphics eg Atkins, 



Designers of Soviet Film basically concept 

arts for sets, 

costumes etc. (see 

video in "note" 

column)

Mikhail Bogdanov, 

T. Silantieva

Soviet Artist 

Publishing

1972 Soviet Union russian 248 https://dzen.ru/video/watch/627499

e9a2834f1291b3c208?utm_referre

r=lens.google.com

HOLLYWOOD From 

Below the Line: A Prop 

Master's Perspective

Steven M Levine Robert D. Reed 

Publishers

2013 english 180 prop master perspective 1

They Don't Pay Me To 

Say No: My Life in Film 

and Television Props

Dean Goodine FriesenPress 2022 english 354 prop master perspective 2

The Art of Syd Mead - 

Visual Futurist

Syd Mead; Craig 

Hodgetts

Titan Books 2017 978-1785651182 256

Hardware: The Definitive 

SF Works of Chris Foss

Chris Foss, Rian 

Hughes

Titan Books 2011 978-1848566989 240 worked for Alien, Jodorowsky´s 

Dune

https://dzen.ru/video/watch/627499e9a2834f1291b3c208?utm_referrer=lens.google.com
https://dzen.ru/video/watch/627499e9a2834f1291b3c208?utm_referrer=lens.google.com
https://dzen.ru/video/watch/627499e9a2834f1291b3c208?utm_referrer=lens.google.com


The Prop Building 

Guidebook: For Theatre, 

Film, and TV

Eric Hart Routledge 2023 english 978-1000955736



6. MAGAZINES DEDICATED TO PRODUCTION DESIGN



Book Cover Name Book Type Author Publisher Year Country Language ISBN Note

Perspective magazine, every 2nd month ADG USA english https://adg.org/perspective/

Scenografia&Costume ASC Italia english https://productionandcostumedesignmag.com/

Cinématographe n° 75 1982 french https://calindex.eu/sommaire.php?revue=CGR&numero=75

Cinématographe n° 76 1982 french https://calindex.eu/sommaire.php?revue=CGR&numero=76

ray Filmmagazin - Kostum und 

Szenen Bild (ray Spezial)

2022 Austria german special issue of austrian film magazine about 

austrian costume designers and production 

designers

MAGAZINES DEDICATED TO PRODUCTION DESIGN

https://adg.org/perspective/
https://productionandcostumedesignmag.com/
https://calindex.eu/sommaire.php?revue=CGR&numero=75
https://calindex.eu/sommaire.php?revue=CGR&numero=76


article about Anton Grot´s film 

Designs AD

article in magazine Michael Webb 1996 english https://archive.architecturaldigest.com/article/1996/4/anton-grot

https://archive.architecturaldigest.com/article/1996/4/anton-grot


7. RESOURCES - BOOKS THAT SERVE AS A RESOURCE OF KNOWLEDGE FOR 
ART DIRECTORS - BUT NOT SPECIFICALY ABOUT THE PROFESSION



Book Cover Name Book Type Author Publisher Year Country Language ISBN Pages Note

Art History for 

Filmmakers, The 

Art of Visual 

Storytelling

not specificaly on 

production design, but 

it is more about how 

art inspires film visuals

Gillian Mciver Bloomsbury 2016 UK english 987-1-4725-8065-8

Surfaces: Visual 

Research for 

Artists, Architects, 

and Designers

Judy A. 

Juracek

W. W. Norton 

& Company

1996 english 978-0393730074 336 very popular book 

among PD and AD

RESOURCES - BOOKS THAT SERVE AS A RESOURCE OF KNOWLEDGE FOR ART DIRECTORS - BUT NOT SPECIFICALY ABOUT THE PROFESSION
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